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A Kannon incarnate, in the form of a blue dragon,
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parades through the grounds

There are many legends associated with the Otowa
waterfall. One of legends says that a blue dragon (Seiryu in
. X A YOUR FIRST
Japanese), an incarnation of Kannon, flies to drink from
the waterfall every night. It is also said that the god of THOUSAND-DAY PILGRIMAGE

Yashajin, enshrined at the Oku-no-in, defends the cast part

of Kyoto (which is under the reign of the dragon Seiryu)
and the main statue of Kiyomizu. The event of Seiryu-e
stems from this tradition as well as from feelings of awe
towards Yashajin. A band of parade members, gorgeously
attired, controls the dragon and parades around the

grounds. This event is open to the public.

Seiryu-e in 2014

| Parade:2:00 p.m. — 3:00 p.m., September 14, 15
|

Learn more about Kannon
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REFRBICTER Place: Entsu-den in the lecture hall (Daikodo)

“The meeting for Kannon Sutra chanting is held at 7:00 a.m. (7:30 a.m. in winter)
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Ui a8 T The late Ryokei Wajo (a Buddhist priest) gave his first lecture here in 1966. This is

an excellent opportunity to learn more about Kannon worship and to become more
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MBI (L AEI) LT 27, familiar with Kannon. Anyone can participate and listen to this lecture.
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The Special Website, “Approaching Kiyomizu”

Otowa-san Kiyomizu-dera Temple boasts a history of over 1200 years. Although a great number of

people visit this place every year, the Kannon worship relating to the origin of this temple is not well

known. The special website, “Approaching Kiyomizu” was created to convey various aspects of the

teachings of Kannon worship, along with a stunning video capturing the arcas where access is

ordinarily restricted which can be found at “Feel Kiyomizu” and also the “Words of Wisdom” http://feel.kiyomizudera.or.jp/

preached by Seihan Mori, the chicf abbot of Kiyomizu-dera.
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In August, when the summer heat
reaches its peak, an even greater
number of pilgrims visit Kiyomizu-dera
Temple, where a Buddhist event called
the Thousand-day Pilgrimage takes
place. The custom of the Thousand-day
Pilgrimage, during which one day of
prayer is equivalent to a thousand days’
worth of meritorious prayers, took root
along with the spread of the worship of
Kannon over a thousand years ago.

Many people bring their hopes,

with deep compassion to all sentient
beings. Some worshipers cannot visit
the temple regularly for various
reasons. The Thousand-day Pilgrimage
was created based on this context,
which is derived from the great
compassion of Kannon, who earnestly
li/stens to every person’s vows and
étrives to relieve each torment in this

earthly world.

At Kiyomizu-dera Temple, a sacred section in the main hall
known as nainaijin is opened to public during BEHRODOWHLANLDEEICH 2@ concerns, or hardships as they flock to

a certain period of the annual Thousand-day Pilgrimage. . Z20FEEEZMOBRI I LT 5 TFE the statue of the Thousand-Armed

Inside nainaijin, Maedachibutsu, f BORENESL T T, Kannon, who extends a helping hand

the replica of the statue of Eleven-Headed and

Thousand-Armed Kannon Bodhisattva (a secret statue), is enshrined.

At both sides of the statue of Kannon,

the twenty-eight attendants are set in array as if they are guarding Kannon.
Since nainaijin is the innermost and holiest part of the temple,

even priests are not allowed to access this it

section. On this special occasion,

come to see Kannon and

feel this sacred atmosphere.
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‘.The Th‘usand-day Pilgrimage

By year

the Kannon'§blessings arelamplified. You can offer a light to the deity in nainaijin

mid-August, the Thousand-day Pilgrimage takes place on the days when

which is usudlly closed t the public. The statue of Kannon is specially exhibited in
the nighttime as w?s in the daytime.

W O The Thousand-day Palgrimage in 2014
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h Day Viewing: 9:00 a.m. -»q;»oo p.m., August 9 - 16
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Come and Visit the Kannon'Bodhisattva.
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Your first
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There are no strict rules to obey while worshiping Kannon. Simply follow your heart and join your hands in prayer.
However, you must still be puzzled about what to do at your first pilgrimage.

This brief guide will help all first-time pilgrims. Feel free to use this guide for reference.

Thousand-day Pilgrimage

Enter
the Hall
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On the days of the Thousand-day
Pilgrimage, the special doorway to nainaijin
is opened. When stepping into the sacred
section which is usually barred from access,

take off your hat, then bow and enter.

Receive a
Votive

Candle
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After entering the hall, you will find a person
in charge of handing out votive candles. If
you would like one, please ask. (The candles
are given only to those who would like one.

Offertories should be given. )

Write your
Supplication,
Thanksgiving or

Praise
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Write your wish on a candle, praying for
your family, successful school results, or any
other favor. Apart from supplication, you
can also express your gratitude to Kannon or

any supporters or helpers around you.

[THFE Y @ %] The Thousand-day Pilgrimage prayer services
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At 11:00 a.m. and 8:00 p.m., on August 14 to 16, The Thousand-day Pilgrimage prayer services are

held. They take approximately half an hour respectively. Listen closely to the prayers that priests

in this temple solemnly offer

Offer
your Candle

to Kannon
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Walking through the back of nainaijin, offer
your candle at an empty spot. With your
prayer or gratitude in mind, just place your

candle quietly as an offering to Kannon.

Grasp the String
to Form Ties

with Kannon
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Arriving at the sacred shrine containing the
Eleven-Headed and Thousand-Armed Kannon
Bodhisattva (a secret Buddha), you will find a
hanging five-colored string which forms a connection

with the statue of Kannon. Grasp it tightly.

Join your
Hands in

Prayer
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Put your hands together in front of your chest.
In other words, commune with Kannon.
Simply open your heart to Kannon as well as
to your true self, and offer a prayer. Then,

with a calm mind, slowly exit the hall.

[FHEEY 365F b L] Thousand-day Pilgrimage paper charms
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Only during the days of this Buddhist event can pilgrims receive the special paper charms, which

contain the most powerful Kannon blessing.
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READ KIYOMIZU

Teruhisa Sakai (Curator, Kiyomizu-dera)

Yoo ey | S

B AL
+—®F F
B (%

(F&:BKFEER RH# BR)

b LT & MR AL O S A2 2 ZRE
BT ORI EHLAADEEIN T D

The spacious nainaijin is the world of Buddha. The

replica of the principal image (Maedachibutsu) is

placed in front of the small sacred shrine, in which
the statue of Eleven-Headed and Thousand-Armed

Kannon Bodhisattva is enshrined.
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The Eleven-Headed and Thousand-Armed Kannon Bodhisattva
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From the Kakebotoke, we can learn more about the Kiyomizu-style Thousand-Armed Kannon
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The Eleven-Headed and

Thousand-Armed Kannon Bodhisattva

The main hall (a national treasure), a center of
Kannon worship at Kiyomizu-dera Temple, is
approximately 36 meters wide and 30 meters
deep, with a ridge that is 18 meters high. This
magnificent structure in the full hip-roof style
(Yosemune-zukuri *1) boasts a beautiful
combination of convex and concave roof
(Mukuri-sori-yane*2 ) thatched with hinoki
(Japanese cypress) bark. The exterior and the
decor of the building show the taste of
Heian-period architecture at every turn, which
expresses the atmosphere of the palace style
in which the Heian aristocracy once lived.

At the north side of the stage in a dell called
kinunkei, the outer sanctuary of the temple
known as gejin (raido) is located over a
boarded corridor. Next are naijin (the inner
sanctuary), then nainaijin (part of the inner
sanctuary and the most sacred section). Deep
inside the naijin lies the world of Buddha.
Inside the nainaijin, resplendent Buddhist

altar fittings are arranged, and lacquered

pillars with gold-leaf are placed to definitively

separate the sacred world and this earthly
world. No one among the general public, not
even priests, is allowed to access to the sacred

area except during memorial services.

Shaping the spirit of compassion

The dim nainaijin may be hard to see from the
gejin, but if you look carefully the grand
space will come into view in the candlelight.
A long, wide lacquered central altar is placed
on the stone-paved floor in nainaijin.
Enshrined on that altar are three sacred
shrine-like cabinets, which are national
treasures. Inside the central shrine is the
sacred principal image of Kiyomizu-dera, the
statue of Eleven-Headed and Thousand-Armed
Kannon Bodhisattva. This statue is usually
kept hidden from the public as a “secret
Buddha,” and enshrined inside the small
shrine. In front of the small shrine with its
door closed, the replica of the secret Buddha

called Maeda('/zibut.w‘3 is placed to show the

gracious figure of the main secret statue.
According to research by the late Kocho
Nishimura, the great sculptor of Buddhist
images who was also a representative of the
Kiyomizu believers, the principal image is
173 centimeters high, and the height from its
pedestal to its halo is approximately 260
centimeters. The principal image was
constructed using a technique called
Yosegi-zukuri " in which hinoki (Japanese
cypress) blocks are assembled without
coloring and lacquering. A bead of crystal is
set between the eyebrows of the Buddha
statue, representing a curl of white hair known
as Byakugo *5. Considering these construction
methods and its style, the late Nishimura
estimated that this statue was created in the
mid-Kamakura period. By examining the
records kept in Kiyomizu-dera, it is also
estimated that the original statue was probably
burnt by accident and the existing statue
would have been reconstructed circa 1220.
The Eleven-Headed and Thousand-Armed
Kannon Bodhisattva, as tall as a grown adult,
graciously encompasses each and every
worshiper, seeking to save all sentient beings.
This great compassion can also be sensed

from the replica.

The Kiyomizu-style Thousand-Armed

Kannon with its distinctive pose

The compassion of the Kannon is represented
in the movement of its arms, which is
different from that of the usual
thousand-armed Kannon statue. “As the
replica shows, the Eleven-Headed and
Thousand-Armed Kannon Bodhisattva raises

its upper arms straight above its head on both

1. Yosemune-zukuri (the full hip-roof style)

A roof with a sharp edge or edges from the ridge to the eaves where the two sides meet.

2. Mukuri-sori-yane (convex and concave roof)

A convex roof is a gently-curved roof with an arch in the middle. The concave roof curves opposite. The convex and concave roof is a roof style with a beautiful combination of these

two methods.

3. Maedachibutsu (Omaedachi)

Maedachibutsu is a miniature replica of a Buddhist image enshrined in a sacred shrine. The replica in the main hall of Kiyomizu-dera is 138 centimeters high (slightly smaller than the

principal one), made of hinoki blocks and finished with lacquer and gold-leaf.

FEEL KIYOMIZU
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sides and holds the Shaka nyorai-style
manifestation in both hands,” says Teruhisa
Sakai, a curator of Kiyomizu-dera. “This
unique pose is called ‘Kiyomizu style.” There
are thousand-armed statues in this style
throughout the country, all of which are made
to imitate the Kiyomizu model.”

In addition to hands joined in prayer, the
Eleven-Headed and Thousand-Armed Kannon
Bodhisattva holds various treasures, including
Buddhist prayer beads, mirrors, and bows, by
forty arms, in each of which 25 types of
Buddhist powers dwell. The forty (arms)
times twenty-five (power) makes one
thousand arms’ blessing. Essentially,
“thousand” signifies immensity and infinity
and implies that the deep compassion of the
Kannon, praying for others’ welfare, can
reach out to help all living beings.

“Note the expressions on each of the eleven

faces,” adds Mr. Sakai. “It has one front face
with a gentle expression and eleven faces on
the top: the gentle and merciful face on the
very top, three faces with gentle compassion
in front, one laughing face in the rear, three
with fangs protruding upwards on the right,

and three with angry expression on the left.

The former six faces repre

ent the compassion
of the Kannon, while the latter six expressions
strive to lead beings into better ways and
encourage all who make efforts. The strong
desire for salvation of all souls who worship
the Kannon certainly took the form of this
principal image.”

The principal image of Kiyomizu-dera can
be worshiped in person just once every
thirty-three years. It is scheduled to be shown
to the public in 2033. “It is said that the
ceremony of exhibiting the principal image
every thirty-three years become a part of the
custom by the mid-Edo period at the latest,”

continues Mr. Sakai, looking up at the sacred

shrine containing the principal image. “This
ceremony has been a great and long-awaited

event, both then and now. ”

The number thirty-three signifies

the compassion of Kannon.

“The duration of thirty-three years also has its
significance meaning in the Kannon worship,”
says Mr. Sakai. Why is the number
thirty-three particularly significant? The
reason is derived from the way that Kannon,
the Buddhist deity of mercy, saves people.
“According to the Kannon Sutra 6 , Kannon
can appear in thirty-three different forms to
relieve all sentient beings of suffering,” says
Mr. Sakai. “Therefore, the principal image of
worship (a hidden Buddha statue) of
Kiyomizu-dera was set to be exhibited every

thirty-thre.

years.” Kannon can change her
appearance responding to a variety of
circumstances, even transforming into a
human or a dragon, in order to save all living
beings. “Many temples besides Kiyomizu-dera
have decided to exhibit their own principal
images of worship every thirty-three years.
The number thirty-three is special as it can be
found in the name of the Saigoku Kannon
Pilgrimage (Kannon pilgrimage to thirty-three
temples in western Japan).”

It is uncertain when the
once-every-thirty-three-year exhibition began,
because many historical materials have been

destroyed by fire on several occasions since it

was first practiced. However, the fact that the
exhibition was held in 1773 for the first time in

thirty years was recorded. Since then, this

special exhibition was evidently been held every
thirty-three years. “One of the historical sources
notes that many worshipers flocked to
Kiyomizu-dera to catch even a glimpse of the
hidden Buddha statue at the time of the special
exhibition,” he adds. “A number of people

eagerly anticipated this event, as they do today.”

Mishotai always serves as a substitute

for the principal image.

As the principal image is usually kept hidden
from the public, a round tablet known as a
Kakebotoke "7, hung on the carved wooden
panel deep in gejin, can serve as a substitute.
“This Kakebotoke, also called Mishotai, is a
round copper plaque on which the main
Buddhist statue of Kiyomizu is carved in
relief. The features of the Kiyomizu-style
Thousand-Armed Kannon are depicted clearly
enough on this two-meter diameter plaque to
allow us to understand how the principal
image looks. A pair of Mishorai objects
representing two attendants, called Shogun
Jizo and Shoteki Bishamonten, are also placed
at the both sides of the central plaque. Here
you can appreciate three types of secret
Buddha images.”

This copper plaque has made it possible for
all beings to worship the Kiyomizu Kannon
any day. Many visitors can always worship the
Mishotai as well as the Maedachibutsu (the

replica) until the principal image is unveiled.

4. Yosegi-zukuri (assembled block construction)
A technique of wood carving developed in the Heian period that enabled sculptors to more flexibly make various shapes of statues
compared to the method of carving from a single wood block. Multiple blocks were carved separately to make a head, torso, arms and other

parts. Then the statue was made by joining the parts together.

5. Byakugo

A curl of white hair between the eyebrows of a Buddhist statue

6. Kannon Sutra

Officially known as Myoho Renge-kyo Fumon Hon No.25, this is the 25th chapter of the Sutra of the Lotus of the Wonderful Law,

7. Kakebotoke

A mirror-like copper plaque with a Buddhist figure carved in relief placed on the wall in naijin
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